Overview of BCC
Bergen Community College (BCC) is a comprehensive, publicly supported two-year college located in Bergen County in Northeastern New Jersey, just twenty miles from mid-town Manhattan. Committed to equal educational opportunities for all students, the college maintains an open access admissions policy. Its instructional programs are designed to prepare students for immediate entry into a career or for transfer to four-year colleges and universities. An array of non-credit courses also provide specialized training for those seeking personal enrichment or improvement of specific skills. As of Fall 2008, over 15,000 students enrolled in more than 90 degree and certificate programs through day, evening, and online offerings. An additional 10,000 students engaged in professional development, continuing education, welfare-to-work, English as a Second Language, and personal development programs on the main Paramus campus, at the Ciarco Learning Center satellite campus in the City of Hackensack, as well as at Bergen at the Meadowlands in Lyndhurst.

The College offers three types of degree programs: Associate in Arts (AA), Associate in Science (AS), and Associate in Applied Science (AAS). AA degrees are offered in Liberal Arts and Fine & Performing Arts.  AS degrees are offered in Natural Sciences, Mathematics, Engineering Science, or Professional Studies.  Career AAS programs are offered in Allied Health, Art, Business Administration, Business Technologies, Human Services, Industrial & Design Technologies, Nursing, and Science Technology. BCC also offers one-year certificate programs.

Bergen Community College provides an exceptionally rich learning environment and a wide range of supportive measures as part of its commitment to educational access. Its diverse student population includes 3,958 (30.2%) Hispanic students, 1,592 (12.1%) Asian, 902 (6.9%) Black, 30 (0.2%) American Indian, and 6,630 (50.6%) White. Over half of the students are female. Furthermore, the college’s welcoming environment, commitment to equal access, and specialized supportive services have attracted a growing population of over 2,000 students with disabilities, more than any other college in the state of New Jersey.  

The college’s commitment to diversity is also evident in its support for economically and educationally disadvantaged students. Almost thirty percent of Bergen’s students receive financial assistance; last year the college distributed approximately $18 million in financial aid, grants, and scholarships. Additionally, the Bergen Community College Foundation and special grant funded programs also award scholarships, recently amounting to well over $100,000. But the commitment involves much more than scholarships and financial aid. All students have access to academic advisement and registration support, transfer counseling, personal counseling, career development and assessment as well as  state-of-the-art tutoring for personalized instruction and coaching in advanced mathematics, physics, chemistry, anatomy and physiology, and more. 

Bergen also eliminates barriers for underrepresented and disadvantaged students by building educational and occupational pathways from local school districts to higher education and to employers in private as well as public sectors. BCC, as only one example, leads a partnership of five school districts, five local hospitals, and two additional institutions of higher education in the Health Career Occupational Program funded by the US HRSA. Such Bergen Community College efforts are widely recognized. The College, for instance, won two Governor’s Workforce Excellence awards from the New Jersey Commission on Higher Education. The first, in the amount of $580,000, provided a state-of-the-art surgical technology training facility in recognition of the program’s 100% success rate in preparing and placing high-skill technicians for employment in area hospitals. The second was $1.3 million for the college’s exceptional Northern New Jersey Consortium for Veterinary Technician Education. 

