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EBS 023/024 English Skills

Course Description 

1.  Goals 

English Skills is a course designed for college students where students are expected to develop their own ideas and theories about certain reading and to report these ideas to others, both orally and in writing.   This course is designed to help you to develop your command of activities basic to undergraduate study: reading, writing, critical thinking, interpretation, report, and discussion.  Specifically, if you successfully complete the assignments of this course you will be able to: 

1. Read, analyze and respond to selected passages in given texts; 

2. Write an organized multi-paragraph essay; 

3. Use a computer to search for research materials via the Internet;

4. Use a word-processor to prepare essays and other written material;

5. Cite and document examples from another source to support your ideas; and

6. Edit and revise most of the grammatical errors in your own writing. 

2.  Assigned Readings

The following book is required for the course and are available in the BCC Bookstore.  Please bring it to class at all times.

Hosseini, Khaled.  The Kite Runner.  New York, NY: Riverhead Books, 2003. (ISBN 1-59448-000-1).  If you purchase do download the audio version of the book, please obtain an UNABRIDGED edition.
Seierstad, Asne.  The Bookseller of Kabul. New York, NY: Back Bay Books, 2003. (ISBN 0-316-15941-7).

3.  Class Participation 

Class participation is an important part of this course.  When I give you a grade for it, I consider your attendance and punctuality, your activity in class discussion, your seriousness in small group work, and your ability to listen and take notes on the work of the class.   I will provide you with a rubric for class participation, so you can clearly see how I will evaluate this part of your grade.
This course has a website that you can access at http://dl.bergen.edu.  You will be given specific directions for how to login to this site with a user name and password.  This website will contain a class e-mail system, a discussion forum, a class calendar, all the handouts I give out in class, as well as all the notes we create as a class.  It is a central location for members of the class to collaborate and work together on group assignments in the course.  I will post announcements about changes in the calendar, snow days, emergency cancellations, etc., so it is a good idea to check the site frequently.  You will have the opportunity to visit this site when we are in a lab classroom or from home, free time labs or the BCC Library.  Your visitation and participation in the website is counted and recorded at the site and is considered an important part of this course. Class participation is worth 20% of your final grade.

4.  Journal

You will write responses after each reading assignment.  This writing will constitute your journal.  Write your journal on loose-leaf paper or type it in the class discussion forum.

You might want to keep your journal in a double-entry format.  First you will write quotations from your reading that you found interesting or important; next you will explain why each quotation that you cited captured your attention, or explore questions you might have about the passage.  This format is an excellent way to help you to develop the critical thinking skills needed for college reading and writing assignments.  You can use the journal to help you read and study your other college textbooks.

You will write journal entries for each reading assignment that I make.  I will give an example of what I expect from a journal entry as well as an assessment rubric early in the semester.  Journals are worth 15% of your final grade.

5.  Essays
You will have one essay or a draft of an essay due each week, with a total of approximately four final drafts over the course of the semester.  The essays will be different from your journal entries.  They will call for a different kind of writing, and I will evaluate them differently.  Essays will be judged according to four broad criteria: unity, support, coherence, and sentence skills.  You will learn about these criteria in writing workshops throughout the course of the semester.  All essays must be typed.  You will receive time in the computer lab to type and revise your essays.  Please purchase a small USB flash drive for word processing of your essays.    Essays are worth 20% of your final grade.

6.  Project
You are required to work on a final project at the end of the course.  This project consists of a four-page documented essay that consitutes more in-depth research about one idea from The Kite Runner.  You will have to do research on the Internet and in the library.  You will also make a PowerPoint Presentation of this paper that you present to the class.   Several of the essays that you write and the reading that you do will help you develop this project.  More information about the final project requirements will be given out at a later date. Your project is work 15% of your final grade.

7.  Tests and Quizzes
· You will have 3 tests about the book that you read.  These tests will be open-book, and you can use notes, journals and essays to help you.  

· You will also take three in-class essay tests, which are designed to prepare you for pressure and time frame of the Departmental Exit Exam.  

· You will also take a diagnostic writing test to inform me of your current strengths and weaknesses.

· Finally, you will take a Departmental Exit Exam, which has two parts and which determines whether or not you can pass into English Composition 101.

· You will also be given a variety of quizzes online in the course web site about grammar concepts and about your reading.

   Tests count for 20% of your grade and quizzes compose 15% of your final grade.

8.  Make-Up Policy and Grading

Since you will have numerous grades and assignments in this class, and since all of your work builds upon previous work, there is a policy of no “make-ups” for late work or tests that occur in your absence.  You have the opportunity to drop one grade from the quiz, journal, and test categories.  So, if you have an emergency and miss class the day of a test or quiz, it will not hurt your grade.  After you use this dropped grade, however, other missing grades due to lateness or absence will be recorded as zero.  Exceptions will be made for extended illness. 

Your grade will be calculated in the following way: 

	Class Participation
	20%

	Journal
	15%

	Essays
	15%

	Project
	15%

	Tests
	20%

	Quizzes
	15%


9.  Attendance Policy
All research done on student success in college shows that attendance is the most important factor in determining a student’s success in college courses.  To help you be successful in this course, I will enforce the following attendance requirements:  five absences of any type are excused.  After five absences, your grade will be lowered one grade for each absence, resulting in course failure on the ninth absence.  If you arrive in class after I take attendance, you are considered “late.”  Two “lates” are equal to one absence.
10.  Office Hours
My office phone is 201-612-5335.  There is voice mail for you to leave messages.

My e-mail address is jdavis@bergen.edu.  

Course Website is http://dl.bergen.edu
My office is L 334.  

My office hours will be: 
	Mondays
	11:00 AM to 12:00 PM

	Tuesdays
	11:00 AM  to 12:00 PM

	Wednesdays
	11:00 AM to 12:00 PM


 Other hours will be by appointment.  Students are invited and encouraged to visit during office hours for one-to-one assistance with writing and reading.

11.  Books and Supplies

Overall, you will need to purchase the following books and supplies for this course:


1 notebook for class notes


2 paperbacks: The Kite Runner and The Bookseller of Kabul

Loose-leaf paper for assignments

Small stapler to attach pages of your assignments


Small USB  Flash Drive

1 folder (to collect, organize and contain your work)
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