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Course Syllabus

ALP 063: American Language III: Writing 

3 non-degree credits, 3 hours

Pre-requisites or co-requisites: ALP 061, 062

Course Description: 

American Language III: Writing provides students with intensive practice in the writing of paragraphs and provides a transition to college-level writing with an introduction to the essay.

Textbooks:

Altano, Brian. Writing Processes and Structures. University of Michigan Press, 2004.
or

Boardman, Cynthia & Frydenberg Jia. Writing to Communicate, 2nd edition. Pearson Education, 2002.
or

Oshima, Alice & Hogue, Ann. Writing Academic English, 3rd edition. Longman/Pearson Education, 1999.

Learning Objectives:

The purpose of the course is to develop in students the writing skills needed to succeed in English Composition I and other college courses that require written work.

Learning Outcomes: 

By the end of the course, students should have the ability to 

1. Write well organized, coherent paragraphs with topic sentences and appropriate transitional expressions

2. Write paragraphs of exposition in which examples are used to illustrate and support a generalization

3. Generate coherent paragraphs that contain both a variety of sentence types and lengths, and non-repetitive vocabulary

4. Plan, organize, and write a composition of four or five paragraphs

Student Learning Assessment:

Suggestions for assessment: homework paragraphs, journals, and in-class timed paragraphs.  At least seven times a semester, students should write an in-class paragraph with the aid of a dictionary. 

Course Requirements: 

Your attendance policy must be included in the syllabus you distribute to students. The policy below is an example of one approach among many. It is provided here as an example. It should not be interpreted as the English Department’s policy on attendance. Instructors may use the approach below or devise a fair policy of their own.

Students are expected to participate actively in class.

Students must attend class regularly, do all the assigned work on time, and make up any work missed because of absence. 

Students need to arrive on time for class. Two latenesses will equal one absence.

Poor attendance will affect a student’s grades. If a student’s absences exceed one and a half times the number of weekly meetings, his grade will be lowered by one full letter grade or he may even fail the course. 

A passing grade on tests and quizzes is 70.

JOURNALS:  Students will keep a journal of "free writing.”  Students will write two or three paragraphs each week on any topic they want to write about.  The teacher collects the journals twice each semester.  The journals are not graded for grammar.  Journals give students an opportunity to write freely without the pressure of grades.  Students are required to write a journal, but they do not receive a grade for their journals.
Course Evaluation: 

Your grading policy must be included in the syllabus you distribute to students. The policy below is an example of one approach among many. It is provided here as an example. It should not be interpreted as the English Department’s policy on grading. Instructors may use the approach below or devise a fair and balanced grading policy of their own.


Homework



20%

Class participation


20%


In-class paragraphs and revisions
50%


Journal


 

10%

Students must pass the Level III Writing Exit Test and successfully complete all course requirements in order pass American Language III: Writing. Students who do not meet both requirements must repeat the course.

