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Course Syllabus



ALP 043: American Language I:  Writing
Course Description: 

American Language I: Writing provides students with carefully guided exercises in the writing of English sentences and paragraphs.

Prerequisites:  ALP-007

Pre-or Corequisites:  ALP-042

Textbook:  Teachers choose one of the following texts.
Felag:  Write Ahead, Book 1, (2002), Longman.

Walsh:  College Writing, Book 1, (2006)  Houghton Mifflin.
Learning Objectives:

Students will employ planning strategies in the process of writing paragraphs.

Students will write paragraphs with a topic sentence, supporting details / explanation, and a conclusion.

Students will rework and edit their paragraphs using their knowledge of basic grammar and sentence structure.

Learning Outcomes:

At the end of the course students will, with some errors:


Use capitalization and punctuation correctly.

Write simple sentences with adverbials of frequency, time and place. 

Write compound subjects, verbs, and objects. 

Write compound sentences with and, but, and so.

Write complex sentences with because, before, after, when, if and that.


Recognize dependent and independent clauses. 

Use the simple present, present progressive, simple past, past progressive, and future tenses in their writing.

Write connected prose in guided and semi-guided exercises (paragraph form).

Demonstrate competency in the form of the paragraph:  topic sentence, supporting sentences, and conclusion.  

Write short process paragraphs, descriptive paragraphs (person / place), narrative paragraphs, and opinion paragraphs.

Employ strategies of pre-writing organization:  brainstorming, bubble diagrams or outlines.

Make editing a part of the writing process.

Student Learning Assessment:

Suggestions for assessment:  homework paragraphs, journals, dictations in paragraph form, small group paragraphs, and in-class timed paragraphs.  At least seven times a semester, students should write an in-class paragraph with the aid of a dictionary.  The final exam is an in-class paragraph:  process, description, narration, or opinion.
Course Requirements: 

Your attendance policy must be included in the syllabus you distribute to students. The policy below is an example of one approach among many. It is provided here as an example. It should not be interpreted as the English Department’s policy on attendance. Instructors may use the approach below or devise a fair policy of their own.
Students need to arrive on time for class.

Students must attend class regularly, do all the assigned work, and make up any work missed because of absence.

Poor attendance will affect your grade. If your absences exceed one and a half times the number of weekly meetings, your grade will be lowered by one full letter grade. If you are absent excessively, you can expect to fail the course. Latenesses count, too. Two latenesses will equal one absence.

PORTFOLIOS:  Students are expected to keep a “portfolio” of all their written work.  It will include exercises, paragraphs written at home, and in-class paragraphs.  Students should date all of their work and keep it in their portfolios in chronological order.

JOURNALS:  Students keep a journal of "free writing".  Students write two or three paragraphs each week on any topic they want to write about.  The teacher collects the journals twice each semester.  The journals are not graded for grammar.  Journals give students an opportunity to write freely without the pressure of grades.  It is required to write a journal, but students do not receive a grade for their journals.

Course Evaluation: 

Your grading policy must be included in the syllabus you distribute to students. The policy below is an example of one approach among many. It is provided here as an example. It should not be interpreted as the English Department’s policy on grading. Instructors may use the approach below or devise a fair and balanced grading policy of their own.

Homework and class participation:  20%

In-class paragraphs:  

          50%


Journal:


          20%


Final Paragraph:

          10%
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