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Course Syllabus

ALP 064: American Language III: Reading 

3 non-degree credits, 3 hours

Pre-requisites or co-requisites: ALP 061, 062

Course Description: 
American Language III: Reading emphasizes reading for content, making inferences, distinguishing main and subordinate points, and evaluating the ideas and presentation of reading material at and beyond the 4,000 word vocabulary level.  At the end of the course, students should be able to read with understanding the kinds of assignments that will be given in college-level textbooks.

Textbooks:

Altano, Brian. Reading Processes & Structures. University of Michigan Press, 2005.
or

Datesman, Maryanne, Crandall, Joann, & Kearny, Edward. The American Ways, 3rd edition. Longman/Pearson Education, 2005.

or

Silberstein, Sandra, Dobson, Barbara & Clarke, Mark. Reader’s Choice, 4th edition. University of Michigan Press, 2002.

and

Longman Advanced American Dictionary with CD
Suggested Supplementary Reading:

An extensive reading text, fiction or non-fiction, is also required. The following two titles are available in the bookstore for this course. You should choose ONE.

McBride, James. The Color of Water. Penguin Putnam, 1996.
or
Baker, Russell. Growing Up. Signet Book/Penguin, 1982.
Learning Objectives:

Students will demonstrate their reading comprehension by describing, explaining, analyzing, and writing about what they have read.

Students will increase their general and academic vocabularies to the extent they can comprehend a Level III reading selection without needing extensive use of a dictionary.

Students will use their knowledge of grammar to help them understand difficult sentences.

Students will use the library for extensive reading and do basic research on a class-related topic.

Learning Outcomes: 

At the end of American Language III: Reading, students should be able to:
1. Use a dictionary for meaning, pronunciation, usage, etc. when it is appropriate

2. Read for main idea and supporting information

3. Analyze, evaluate, and apply the ideas of a reading selection.

4. Read material with unfamiliar vocabulary and difficult sentence structure

5. Analyze and evaluate an author’s tone and bias 
6. Decide on the appropriate purpose for reading a particular selection and the best way to achieve that purpose, e.g. skimming, scanning, intensive study, etc 
7. Infer the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary by using word parts and context clues
8. Acquire and develop study skills such as underlining and glossing

9. Anticipate and recognize the basic organizational structure of a reading
10. Make and support inferences about a writer’s attitude or ideas
11. Distinguish between fact and opinion
12. Summarize and paraphrase a reading selection
13. Find support for and against a writer’s ideas and opinions
14. Interpret and understand charts, graphs, and tables

15. Use information from a reading to solve problems

16. Remember the main idea and the major supporting details of a reading

Student Learning Assessment:

Suggestions for assessment tools – homework checks, small group/class discussions, quizzes, summaries (oral and written), book reports, reading journals, research projects and tests of reading comprehension.
Course Requirements: 

Your attendance policy must be included in the syllabus you distribute to students. The policy below is an example of one approach among many. It is provided here as an example. It should not be interpreted as the English Department’s policy on attendance. Instructors may use the approach below or devise a fair policy of their own.

Students are expected to participate actively in class.

Students must attend class regularly, do all the assigned work on time, and make up any work missed because of absence. 

Students need to arrive on time for class. Two latenesses will equal one absence.

Poor attendance will affect a student’s grades. If a student’s absences exceed one and a half times the number of weekly meetings, his grade will be lowered by one full letter grade or he may even fail the course. 

A passing grade on tests and quizzes is 70.

Course Evaluation: 
Your grading policy must be included in the syllabus you distribute to students. The policy below is an example of one approach among many. It is provided here as an example. It should not be interpreted as the English Department’s policy on grading. Instructors may use the approach below or devise a fair and balanced grading policy of their own.

Homework Checks:  
20%

Book Reports:

20%

Quizzes / Tests:
40%

Final Exam:

20%

Students must pass the Level III Reading Exit Test and successfully complete all course requirements in order to pass American Language III: Reading. Students who do not meet both requirements must repeat the course.

