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Course Syllabus



ALP-044: American Language I Reading
Course Description: 
American Language I: Reading helps students with their vocabulary development and gives them practice in reading for comprehension with material up to the 1000 word vocabulary level.

Prerequisites:  ALP-007

Pre- or Corequisites:  ALP-042

Textbooks:  
Teachers choose one of the following:
1. Benz:  College Reading, Book 1 (2006), Houghton Mifflin.  

and


Howard:  College Vocabulary, Book 1 (2006), Houghton Mifflin.

2. Folse:  Intermediate Reading Practices (2004, 3rd edition), U Michigan Press.

3. Robledo & Howard:  Read to Succeed, Book 2 (2005), Houghton Mifflin.

Required for all sections:
Heyer:  Even More True Stories (2000, 2nd edition), Pearson Education.

English-English Dictionary (Students can use the one assigned in Foundations Reading or buy the one for Level 2 Reading)

Suggested Supplementary Reading:

Penguin Readers (available in the library)

Learning Objectives:

Students will demonstrate their reading comprehension by describing, explaining, analyzing, and writing about what they have read.

Students will increase their general and academic vocabularies to the extent they can comprehend a Level 1 reading selection without needing extensive use of a dictionary.

Students will use their knowledge of grammar to help them understand difficult sentences.

Students will use the library for extensive reading and do basic research on a class-related topic.
Learning Outcomes:

At the end of the course, students will be able to: 
Read in phrases and identify the kind of phrase (noun, verb, and prepositional
         phrases)

Read for main idea and supporting ideas

Select key details

Make simple inferences

Guess the meaning of a word from its context

Analyze and name the general writing structure of a text (story/narrative, 
         biography, description, opinion, fact vs. fiction, etc.)

Summarize orally and in brief written form a text

Use an English-English dictionary

Recognize word forms and word families 

Recognize compound words, common affixes, and simple idioms

Go to the library, search for a book, and check it out for "extensive" reading

Take a theme from the class reading and research the on-line encyclopedia or

         internet.

Student Learning Assessment:

Suggestions for assessment tools – homework checks, vocabulary journals, small group / class discussions, vocabulary quizzes, summaries (oral and written), book reports, reading journals, research projects (poster presentations), and tests of reading comprehension.

There is no course-wide final examination for Reading 1.  Each instructor is responsible for evaluating their students throughout the semester and during finals week.  
Course Requirements: 

Your attendance policy must be included in the syllabus you distribute to students. The policy below is an example of one approach among many. It is provided here as an example. It should not be interpreted as the English Department’s policy on attendance. Instructors may use the approach below or devise a fair policy of their own.
Students need to arrive on time for class.

Students must attend class regularly, do all the assigned work, and make up any work missed because of absence.

Poor attendance will affect your grade. If your absences exceed one and a half times the number of weekly meetings, your grade will be lowered by one full letter grade. If you are absent excessively, you can expect to fail the course. Latenesses count, too. Two latenesses will equal one absence.

Students need to receive a passing grade in order to enroll in ALP Reading 2.

Course Evaluation: 

Your grading policy must be included in the syllabus you distribute to students. The policy below is an example of one approach among many. It is provided here as an example. It should not be interpreted as the English Department’s policy on grading. Instructors may use the approach below or devise a fair and balanced grading policy of their own.
Homework Checks:  
20%

Book Reports:

20%

Quizzes / Tests:
40%

Final Exam:

20%

Revision:  July, 2005
