  



 Bergen Community College

 Division of Arts and Humanities

AMERICAN LANGUAGE PROGRAM

Course Syllabus

ALP 061-062: American Language III: Grammar, Parts A & B

ALP 061: 3 non-degree credits, 3 hours

ALP 062: 3 non-degree credits, 3 hours

Pre-requisite:  American Language II: Grammar, or LOEP placement

Course Description:  

American Language III: Grammar (Part A) completes the study of verb tenses the passive voice, modal verbs, and gerunds and infinitives and begins a complete survey of dependent clauses in the English sentence.

American Language III: Grammar (Part B) completes the study of all the phrasal and clause structures normally used in English sentences.

Textbooks: 
Azar, Betty Schrampfer.  Understanding and Using English Grammar, 3rd edition.

Prentice Hall Regents, 1999.

or
Broukal, Milada. Grammar Form and Function 3. McGraw-Hill, 2005

or
Frodesen, Jan & Eyring, Janet. Grammar Dimensions 4. Heinle & Heinle, 2000.

or
Altano, Brian. Creative Grammar III. Word Players, 2004 (optional)

Computer Resources:

One day a week, one class is scheduled in a computer lab, where Focus on Grammar, Azar Interactive and Internet resources are available to support the content of the course.

Learning Objectives:  

At the end of the course, students should be able to understand and produce orally and in writing the grammatical structures needed to succeed in English Composition 1 and other college-level courses.

Learning Outcomes:

At the end of the course, students, working within their vocabulary range, will be able to write sentences and brief paragraphs in which grammatical structures studied in the course are used correctly:

1. The English verb tenses: review of tenses covered through Level 2; addition of future perfect and future perfect progressive; study of mixed verb tenses in connected prose.

2. Gerunds and infinitives: expanded verb list, passive and past forms, possessives to modify gerund
3. Perfect modals
4. Adverbial clauses: time, cause/effect, contrast, condition; reducing adverb clauses to phrases
5. Passive voice:  all tenses; passive modals
6. Noun clauses: including direct and reported speech, and subjunctive

7. Adjective clauses:  using whose, where, when; restrictive and non-restrictive; reducing adjective clauses to phrases
8. Conditional sentences
Student Learning Assessment:

Two tests and three to five quizzes are recommended for each course (Part A and Part B).  The best kinds of evaluations of grammar mastery require students to produce sentences and, preferably, paragraphs of their own that contain the target grammatical structures.  The exclusive use of fill-in questions does not adequately demonstrate student ability to produce the structure.

For ongoing assessment during daily classes, oral exercises (single, pair, and group) give the instructor feedback on how students are progressing.  Homework checks also provide assessment data.  Paragraph writing requires students to apply their working knowledge of structures in a contextual format.  Group paragraphs afford conversation practice as well as written production.  

Course Requirements: 

Your attendance policy must be included in the syllabus you distribute to students. The policy below is an example of one approach among many. It is provided here as an example. It should not be interpreted as the English Department’s policy on attendance. Instructors may use the approach below or devise a fair policy of their own.

Students are expected to participate actively in class.

Students must attend class regularly, do all the assigned work on time, and make up any work missed because of absence. 

Students need to arrive on time for class. Two latenesses will equal one absence.

Poor attendance will affect a student’s grades. If a student’s absences exceed one and a half times the number of weekly meetings, his grade will be lowered by one full letter grade or he may even fail the course. 

A passing grade on tests and quizzes is 70.

Course Evaluation: 
Your grading policy must be included in the student guide you distribute to students. The policy below is an example of one approach among many. It is provided here as an example. It should not be interpreted as the English Department’s policy on grading. Instructors may use the approach below or devise a fair and balanced grading policy of their own.

Homework

25%

Class participation
25%

Tests


25%

Quizzes

25%

There is no American Language Program Exit Exam in Grammar III. Instructors are expected to devise exams of their own to assess student mastery of the contents of the course. 
