Bergen Community College                                              Semester:                        

Course Title: ALP 053 American language II Writing     Section:               Credits: 3

Meeting Time:                                                                   Room:

Instructor:                                                                         E-mail:                                                                         

Office Hours:                                                                    Phone:                                                                            

Required Textbook: Teachers are allowed to choose b/w two books: 1.“Basic Composition for ESL” by Jann Huizenga 3rd edition

2. “Great Paragraphs” by Keith S. Folse

Course Description: WR 053 American Language II Writing gives students work on both guided and free writing exercises at the paragraph level. Specific attention is given to the formation of a paragraph with topic sentence, sentences of major and minor support (examples, details) and concluding sentences. Students are expected to write regular logs (journals) throughout the semester. In these journals students can write about their daily activities, share their opinions about current events and social issues, or tell about their personal challenges and problems. Journals are not graded, but the teacher will provide students with the regular feedback. 
Course Objectives: The purpose of the course is to help students expand and develop the following skills:

1. Write well organized, coherent paragraphs with adequate topic sentences and transitional expressions. 

2. Write from a given topic a well-organized paragraph of instructions, narration, and cause-effect with level-appropriate vocabulary and a variety of sentence types: simple, compound, and complex.

3. Edit and revise their own work for grammatical and organizational errors

4. Show proficiency by passing a writing exit test 
Basic Requirements:

In order to successfully complete the course requirements, students must meet the following criteria:

-timely completion of assignments

-satisfactory performance on class-written work 

-Students must pass the exit test and meet the course requirements in order to take level III Writing
Students are expected to write a lot both at home and in class, sometimes simply for practice, sometimes for a grade. The teacher will be providing comments and individual feedback. At least six paragraphs should be written in class. By writing these paragraphs in class students demonstrate to the teacher how well they have mastered a particular type of paragraph, so these assignments serve as the basis of evaluation for a teacher. At least 6 journals should be written at home during the course of the semester.

Attendance: Students are allowed only ……… absences throughout the semester. If students are absent for in class writing tests, they must ask the teacher for the opportunity to make up on the first class after their return. Students who miss a class are expected to read and complete materials that were assigned in class. Students should obtain phone numbers of two classmates whom they can contact in case of absence.  

 

Grade Breakdown: A 90-95/A+ 96-100/B 80-85/B+ 86-89/C 70-75/C+ 76-79/D 60-69/F 59-below

Evaluation: 

In-class grade assignments             %                                

Home-written assignments             %

Participation,  attendance               %         

Journals                                           %

Exit test                                           %

Students are strongly encouraged to attend English Language Resource Center (ELRC) in the East Hall (E-126) to get help of professional tutors. 

ELRC Phone number: 201-612-5292 

Website: http://www.bergen.cc.nj.us/library/learning/english/links.html

Recommended textbooks for additional practice: “The Elements of Style” By William Strunk Jr. & E.B. White 

“Tapestry of Grammar” Alice H.Deakins

"Nitty Gritty Grammar. Sentence Essentials for Writers"  by Young and Strauch

College closing: In the event that any condition threatens to close the college temporarily, listen to the following broadcast stations for official instructions: WABC/77, WCBS/88,WOR/710, WMCA/57, Cablevision (channel 25)

