ALP 064: Reading III


Student Guide





Fall 2002

Instructor: R. Freud




Office: L-337

E-mail:bfreud@bergen.edu
Text

American Ways, 2nd Edition
The Firm by John Grisham (any edition)

Description: Reading III is an advanced ESL reading course. The goal of the course is to enable you to read, comprehend, discuss and remember unsimplified materials in English. To achieve that goal we will do activities that focus on a variety of skills. 

Skills covered include the following

Reading comprehension

Reading for speed

Reading for main ideas

Close reading

Vocabulary development

Test-taking

Summary

As you begin this course

Have you entered wanted to read English -- real English, not the kind of materials which are simplified for English language students? If so, this course can help you. Your results will depend on many different factors. Some of these you cannot control, but the important ones you can.

If know enough English to take this course, the major factor will be your own effort. You will need to take certain steps if you wish to improve your ability to read in English. The major factor that you can control is time. It is not enough to come to class and do the homework in a so-so way. Each assignment is a chance for you to grow in your ability to read English. 

· Each reading assignment is to be read three times. 

· When you read each assignment you should plan to remember what you have read. 

· At the end of a reading you should be able to tell another person more than the main idea.  

· You should also think about each reading. Did you like the reading? Did you agree with the writer? Have you changed your mind because of something you have read?

In addition, you will need to read for yourself outside of class. All the research on reading shows one important fact: the more a learner reads, the better a reader she or he becomes. If this sounds like commonsense, perhaps it is. 

Course procedures

Get a reading notebook. Keep only papers related to reading in this notebook. Put the date on everything.

Get a great dictionary, preferably a learner dictionary. In class you can use only and English-English dictionary after February.

In your notebook, create a section for vocabulary.  For each reading you will learn 20 new words. We will discuss methods of vocabulary learning, in class. One thing that each student will do is make a vocabulary tape.

Participate in class discussions, but do not waste our time if you have not read the reading. Please be respectful of other students. We can laugh a lot with each other but not at each other.

If what you have done in learning to read has not been successful, come and talk with me. If your reading skills need improvement, the important questions to ask yourself are these: What is the next small step I can take? And What am I going to do today to improve?

Grading

Tests: 70 %

Homework & Assignments  20%

Participation: 10%

Attendance policy

Students who miss more than seven classes will fail the class.

NOTE: You must pass the level III exit test to pass the course. If you do not pass this test, you will need to repeat Level III reading.

