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COURSE DESCRIPTION

PHR 121 is a comparative study of the basic beliefs and characteristic practices of such major religion as Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.   Some attention may also given to the religions of ancient peoples, to tribal religions, and modern movements.

REQUIRED TEXT

Smith, Houston.  The World’s Religions.  San Francisco:  Harpers, 1991.

Van Voorst, Robert E.  Anthology of World Scriptures.  Fourth Edition.

Belmont:  Wadsworth, 2003.

Electronic Reserves from the Bergen Community College Library

COURSE OBJECTIVES

1. To understand the variety of religions and religious experiences that exist and have

existed in the world.

2. To investigate the close links between religion and cultural and religion’s place in the

tradition and history of every time and place.

3. To read a variety of religious texts from differing traditions and to help students

understand the wide range of religions and religious opinions.

4. To study how different religions ask different questions and offer different realities

and world views.

5. To appreciate the ways in which religion still forms the lives of the majority of the

world’s people.

6. To give students the opportunity to discuss religion and the religious texts that we have

read both orally and in writing.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Students must do all of the assigned readings. 

2. Students should participate effectively in class discussions.  This is not a lecture course

but one designed to promote discussion and conversation about what we have read.

3. There will be three tests; each will cover approximately one third of the course material.

The tests will consist primarily of essay questions, but there will also be some identification questions.

4. Students will prepare two papers; both papers will deal with some aspect of one of the

world’s religions chosen from a list that will be distributed.  Plagiarism is, of course, not

acceptable.  Students must do all of their own work and attribute sources correctly.

5. Tests are to be taken on the assigned date; students who miss the test may be allowed a

make-up at the discretion of the instructor.  Papers are due on the assigned dates.

6. Since students cannot expect to do well in a class they seldom attend, there is an 

attendance policy in this course.  Students who miss more than six classes will not

pass this course.

7. Most importantly, if there are any problems or difficulties that you experience in the

course of the semester, please speak to me.  In general, the earlier a problem or difficulty

is discussed, the easier it is to solve.

GRADING AND EVALUATION

The varied facets of this course will be counted as follows in determining the final grade:



First Test

20% 

Second Test

20%



Third Test

20% 

First Paper

15%



Second Paper

15%

Quizzes & Participation 10%
COURSE SCHEDULE

	
	January 15
	Introduction What is Religion, What is a Sacred Text? 
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	January 22

	Buddhism Smith 82-119 

	
	January 26

	Buddhism Smith 119-149 

	
	January 29
	Buddhism Van Voorst 69-118 &  Electronic Reserve

	
	February 2

	Buddhism
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	February 5
  
	Hinduism Smith 12-50

	
	February 9
	Hinduism Smith 50-75

	
	February 12
  
	Hinduism Van Voorst 27-47 & Electronic Reserve

	
	February 16
	Hinduism Van Voorst 47-64

	
	February 19
  
	FIRST TEST
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	February 23
  
	Confucianism Smith 154-193

	
	February 26
	Confucianism 143-160 FIRST PAPER 

	
	March 1

	Taoism Smith 196-218

	
	March 4
	Taoism Van Voorst 163-174
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	March 15 
	Judaism Smith 271-293

	
	March 18
  
	Judaism Smith 293-315  & Electronic Reserve

	
	March 22

	Judaism Van Voorst 201-221

	
	March 25

	Judaism Van Voorst 221-241

	
	March 29
	SECOND TEST
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	April 1
	Christianity Smith 317-346

	
	April 5
	Christianity Smith 346-362 & Electronic Reserve

	
	April 8
	Christianity Van Voorst 245-264

	
	April 12
	Christianity Van Voorst 264-281
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	April 15
	Islam Smith 221-248

	
	April 19
	Islam Smith 248-268 SECOND PAPER

	
	April 22

	Islam Van Voorst 285-305 & Electronic Reserve

	
	April 26

	Islam Van Voorst 305-321

	
	April 29
	THIRD TEST

	
	May 3
	

	
	May 6
	Discuss tests and papers


